2                 ENGLAND IN THE  EIGHTEENTH CENT UK Y.      en. xxvi.

affairs began to occupy a prominent place In the archives of the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. There is reason to believe
that one at least of the Catholic delegates who came to London
in December 1792 to present to the King the petition of the
Catholic Convention had on that occasion a secret interview
with Chauvelin, who does not. however, appear to have given
much encouragement.1 Nearly at the same time Lord Edward
Fitzgerald came to Paris on a visit to Paine, and he is said to
have assured him that- if the French could enable 4,000 volun-
teers to subsist, in Ireland for a few months, a revolution could
be effected. Lebrun, who was 1 hen Minister for Foreign Affairs,
was so much Impressed with the statement that he resolved to
send another secret agent to Ireland, and selected, at the re-
commendation of Paine, an American named Oswald, who had
volunteered in the French service and had risen to be colonel of
artillery. Oswald passed over to Scotland, and at last succeeded,
witli much difficulty, in reaching Ireland in June. He had
received instructions from the French Minister to enter into
communications with disaffected Irishmen, and to offer men and
money if an insurrection, could be niudt>5 but his report to the
French Government was not altogether encouraging. He had
found, he said, both in Scotland and Ireland the people in great
confusion through the numerous bankruptcies, the interruption
of commerce, and the dismissal of workmen, occasioned by the
war, but he thought there was at present little to be expected
from Ireland. The people were discontented and agitated, but
the volunteers had been successfully suppressed, and Oswald saw
no immediate prospect of active insurrection.2

The Gunpowder Act and the proclamation against volun-
teering had been imperatively needed to check a most formidable

1 The authority for this statement     disjointed fragment of Wolfe Tone's
is a letter from lluinhard to Be la     journal, written in March 1793. After
Croix, 2D flon'al, an iv (May 18, 1796),     referring to the deputation to Eng-
Frcnch Foreign Oilire. Iteinhard     land &c. he writes: 'Motives of
says Lord Kdward Fitzgerald re-     Cut holic leaders; not corruption. JSome
minded him of certain communica-     negotiations carried on by one of
tions which the deputies from Ireland,     them in London unknown to the
sent to make * reclamations' to the     others. The others probably un-
English Government in December     willing to risk their estates/ (Tone's
1702, had with Chauvelin, and adds     Zf/i?, i. 108, Washington edition.)
that Chauvelin had not received them          2 See the papers of Oswald, June
with all the interest the importance     and July 171)3, French Foreign Office.
of the matter demanded. This nego-     See, too, McNevin's Pieces of
tiation, I imagine, is alluded to in a     History, p. 71.